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Dear friends in Christ, 

Stepping out in faith can be difficult. Martin Luther 
did it in 1517. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America did it at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. 
This church can be bold and daring because of our 
scriptural and Lutheran confessional understandings. 
Is it easy? 

No. Do we always get it right? Probably not. Where 
we are in error, may God correct us. 

The cross is our center. Faith, grace and Scripture 
alone are our guides. We are church. We are 
compelled by the gospel and our understanding 
that in Christ we have been set free to love and 
serve the neighbor. This loving and serving of our 
neighbor alongside courageous and faithful leaders 
is what offers hope to congregations.

Over the past 18 months we have made significant 
strides in our work on congregational vitality. This 
church has multiplied its efforts and leveraged its 
resources to enhance vitality in congregations. Our 
vision continues to evolve around strengthening 
our relationships with God, each other and the 
neighbors we serve. In this way we are addressing 
both local and global issues by being present in our 
own community and proactive with issues in the 
broader church. 

This presence is made possible in significant ways 
through your giving of time, talents and financial 
resources to our work together. The success of 
our recent campaign, Always Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA, reflects the increasing 

support for existing and new ministries that serve 
our communities here at home and others around 
the globe. Through regular, special and legacy 
gifts, $250 million was given to support God’s work. 
Through the spiritual practice of giving, we both 
acknowledge receiving God’s gifts and share in 
God’s generosity by passing on a portion to others. 
Together we are doing God’s work in ways that we 
could not do otherwise. 

As your congregation plans work for the coming 
year, I hope you will be both bold and daring, 
remembering God provides and desires abundant 
life for all. May you continue supporting God’s work 
together with a spirit of solidarity, collaboration 
and generosity. We are all partners in the gospel, 
believing in Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the 
life of the world. 

Stepping out in faith together, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

A message from
ELCA Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
  new creation: everything old has  
  passed away; see, everything has  
  become  new!” —2 Corinthians 5:17
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AnnuAl CongregAtionAl Meeting AgendA
September 27, 2020

I. Call to Order

 A. Devotions

 B. Organization

  1. Meeting covenant-respectful communications guidelines

  2. Appointment of Tellers

  3. Establishment of Quorum (90 voting members, 18 needed for quorum)

  4. Approval of Agenda

 C. Approval of minutes of last meeting

II. Staff Reports

 A. Report of the Pastor

 B. Report of the Vicar

 C. Report of the Music Director

III. Officer Reports

 A. Report of the President

 B. Report of the Treasurer 

IV. Reports of the Standing Committees:  

 A. Worship and Music

 B. Property

 C. In-Reach

 D.  Youth 

 E. Out-Reach

V. New Business:

 A. 2019-2020 Budget Proposal

VI. Adjourn

 A. Closing prayer
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CongregAtionAl Meeting
September 22, 2019

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 
11:40 a.m., Mike Garon, Unity Council President, 
presiding. Pastor Julie led us in devotions.

It was established by tellers Rich Ziegler and Ken 
Holmes that there was a quorum. A motion to 
approve the agenda was made by Suzanne Craig, 
seconded by Jennifer McNeilly. Motion carried.

The minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting 
of September 23, 2018 were accepted as presented.

Staff Reports

• Report of the Pastor: Accepted as presented. 
Copy on file.

• Report of the Vicar: Accepted as presented.  
Copy on file.

• Report of the Music Director: Accepted as 
presented. Copy on file.

Officer Reports

• Report of the President: Accepted as presented. 
Copy on file

• Report of the Treasurer: Accepted as presented. 
Copy on file.

Report of the Standing Committees

• Worship and Music: Report accepted as 
presented. Copy on file.

• Property: Report accepted as presented. Copy 
on file.

• In-Reach: Report accepted as presented. Copy 
on file.

• Youth: No official report.

• Out-Reach: Report accepted as presented. 
Copy on file.

Report of Other Committees:

• Unity Seniors: Report accepted as presented. 
Copy on file.

New Business:

A. 2019-2020 Budget Proposal. Jonathon 
Adamczewski, Irene Ziegler and Pastor Julie Boleyn 
were on the budget committee. A motion to 
approve the budget was made by Mary Curtin and 
seconded by Peter Craig. The budget was approved 
as presented.

B. Report of the Nomination Committee. The 
Nomination Committee: Peter Craig, Karl Ziegler 
and Pastor Julie named the following offices for 
election: President, Michael Garon; Property, Karl 
Ziegler; Outreach, Kelsey Elstad ?; and In-Reach, 
JoAnna Braker. President Garon requested a 
motion for a verbal vote; motion by Ken Holmes, 
seconded by Jennifer McNeilly.  Motion carried. 
Since there were no objections, motion was made 
by Suzanne Craig, seconded by Ken Holmes, motion 
passed, each person was elected as named. As of 
September 22 2019: President, Michael Garon; 
Treasurer, Jonathon Adamczewski; Secretary, Joanne 
Ryan; Worship and Music, Sue Calvert; Outreach 
Committee, Kelsey Ellstad; Inreach Committee, 
JoAnna Braker; Property Committee, Karl Ziegler; 
Youth Representative, Erika Lane.

C. Synod Assembly Representatives. Erika Lane and 
Kristina Adamczewski were nominated to represent 
Unity Lutheran Church at Synod Assembly in 
2020. A motion was made by Doris Adamczewski, 
seconded by Jennifer McNeilly. Motion passed.

D. New Ministry

1. AMMPARO – Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection Advocacy and Opportunities.  President 
Garon requested a motion for Unity Lutheran 
Church complete application to AMMPARO to be 
a welcoming congregation.  Motion made by Holly 
Little, seconded by Suzanne Craig, motion carried.

2. Church service times and ministry. Volunteers 
team: Mary Curtin, Irene Ziegler, Holly Little, Mike 
Garon, Sue Calvert and Kelsey Ellstad. 

Motion to adjourn made by Jennifer McNeilly, 
seconded by Irene Ziegler. Motion carried. The 
meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Julie.

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Joanne Ryan, Secretary
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SpeCiAl CongregAtionAl Meeting

February 2, 2020

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 
11:58 a.m., Mike Garon, Unity Council President, 
presiding. Pastor Julie led us in prayer.

It was established that there was a quorum with  
29 members and 7 guests present. A motion to 
approve the agenda was made by Ken  Holmes, 
seconded by Pam McDaniel. Motion carried.

Pastor Julie announced the secured funding 
from Lutheran Synod Council and Church 
World Services for Vicar Maria Rojas’ salary.  The 
commitment to Unity Lutheran Church is $30,000.

Pastor Julie discussed the Flat Roof Capital 
Campaign.  There are significant leaks in the flat 
roof.  On January 9, 2020 the congregational 
council made an emergency decision to accept a 
bid to repair the flat roof of the church at a cost 
of $14,000, not to exceed $16,000.  Repair work 
will begin as soon as weather permits.  Pastor Julie 
passed out flyers “Raise the Roof 2020 Capital 
Campaign”.  Cornerstone Offering will be March 
1, 2020, initial gifts will be received during Sunday 
morning worship.

 Motion to adjourn made by Joanna Braker, 
seconded by Ken Holmes. Motion carried. The 
meeting closed with prayer by Pastor Julie.

Meeting adjourned at 12:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne Ryan, Secretary 

pAStor’S report
Pastor Julie Boleyn

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8:38-39

On March 17th, 2020, everything changed for us. 
This day sliced through, severing us from the plans 
we had for this fiscal year. And yet, we had always 
planned to follow God, to listen to the heartbreaks 

and joys of our community, and to respond as best 
we know how. I am truly convinced: nothing can 
separate us from that mission.

There are days where I can’t seem to remember 
anything prior to March 17th—and so I think it is 
especially important that we lift up the amazing 
things God did through us in these days:

In October of 2019, we made the bold decision 
to change our worship time so that we could 
add a Spanish service at 11am. You did this with 
remarkable grace and speed, recognizing a true 
urgency to respond to the Spirit of Unidad.

Also in October of 2019, we held our annual 
National Coming Out Day service. This service 
in particular, filled the chancel area as people told 
their stories of coming out, and the tremendous 
and life-changing grace of God. I will forever 
cherish those stories.

The youth of our congregation went to LOMC 
for a retreat, learning of God’s great love through 
the Old Testament. 

In November, you again hosted Youth Crossroads 
for a bake sale. I know this seems small—but our 
ongoing relationship with YC is a true gift. The 
kids always remark on the welcome and support 
they’ve received among us. 

Also in November, we hosted a DACA workshop 
alongside Family Focus. On that day 40 people 
were able to renew their DACA status free of 
charge. Our building was filled with young people 
eager to be a part of this community. And your 
support helped them feel welcomed and valued.

And we once again made an Ofrenda as a way to 
honor those who have left us in our celebration 
of Día de los Muertas and All Saints Day.

From October through March we hosted PADs 
guests in our basement on the first and second 
Friday of each month. You fed our neighbors, 
played board games with them, welcomed them 
as God’s own beloved.

In December we once again hosted a Posada, 
making tamales together as a community united 
across languages. We celebrated that God comes 
among us seeking shelter in our hearts.
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We also encountered a bit of drama, as winter 
rains seeped through our flat roof, causing a 
collapse into my office. I did wonder if I would 
need an ark. But, together we rose up and 
committed to repairs for this roof. 

And of course, far more happened. We were busy 
being the people of God in this neighborhood, in 
the thousands of ways God calls us each day. And 
I am immensely proud of how you continually 
sought that call. But, even more so, I am amazed at 
the grace and courage you have extended as we 
entered into what we might call Corona-tide. 

Just as our Lenten journey began, we were asked to 
pivot, changing everything that we do. You rose to 
that challenge with such care and generosity. Here 
are just a few things you did:

You figured out how to use Zoom, and you 
consistently showed up for worship. 

You helped us to make deliveries of Palm 
branches and communion on several occasions.

You’ve called on each other, checking to make 
sure folks are ok.

You gave donation of money that went to help 
people of our community who lost all their 
income.

You filled our fellowship hall with food, graciously 
offering to feed anyone who had need.

While these times have been difficult, we have 
continued to be God’s own beloved people. I am 
truly in awe of this community. You are truly a 
blessing. And you are proof, that nothing will ever 
separate us from the love of Christ Jesus.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Julie Boleyn

ViCAr’S report
Vicar Maria Rojas

  These last 12 months have been a constant 
change in many areas of the Latinx ministry at 
Unity as well as Vicar Maria’s Journey to ministry. 

 Mission Unidad started worshiping in 
community’s home in August 18th, of 2019. For 
three months we gather in homes. Then, the 
following month we celebrated two baptisms 
in a bilingual service, bringing together a big 

intercultural group. About 80 people participated

On November 3rd, 2019 Unity graciously 
received the Latinx LGBTQAI+ community as well 
as their families, friends and neighbors to worship 
in the Sanctuary. We celebrated our first service, as 
we continued the Spanish service the community 
continued to grow from 30 to 50 people. Together 
as the Body of Christ, we celebrated All Saints 
Day with an ofrenda. Both the English and Spanish 
groups participated.

On December 12th, 2019 we had our first 
celebration in honor to La Virgen de Guadalupe. 
Many LGBTQAI+ coupes came to Unidad for 
the very first time and today they are part of the 
congregation. We celebrated with mariachis and 
“chinelos” dancers and had a feast with tamales. 
Also, on December both groups came together 
and prepared tamales as well as organized a posada, 
about 80 people participated in the Posada.

From January 12th to March 15th, 2020 we 
had a Bible study group and a circle of prayer. 30 
people participated. We had two more bible studies 
through zoom. 

On February 15, Unidad celebrated the day 
of love and friendship. 80 people participated and 
$1500 was raised.

After March 15th, 2020, Unity and 
Unidad formed a bank food with the help of the 
community. Unidad took charge and continues to 
provide emergency food to people in need. We 
serve from 20 to 30 people monthly. Both Spanish 
and English groups collaborate.

Since March 22nd, 2020, The Mission 
Unidad has been gathering through zoom with 
participation from 30 to 45 persons. As we miss to 
meet in person, the technology has giving us the 
opportunity to share worship with family members 
from far away. People from Colombia, Mexico 
and Chile have worship with us in many different 
occasions – so we have become an international 
community.

On June 14th, 2020, we celebrated our first 
Quinceañera via zoom. People from Colombia 
joined about 50 people participated online. We also 
gathered people from both the Spanish and English-
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speaking communities to drive by Isabella’s home.

Since the beginning of August 2020, Unidad 
started an English class via zoom. People from 
the congregation, from the community and from 
Mexico and Colombia are participating about 18 
people meet once a week to learn English.  We 
also have a Spanish class with 20 people. These are 
people from the English congregation and others 
from the community. They are also meeting once a 
week. The instructors are parishioners from Unidad 
and Unity.

Vicar Maria’s ministry journey; All seminary 
requirements are completed, as well as the different 
documentation required by the Synod’s candidacy 
committee.  Waiting for approval interview to be 
schedule.

MuSiC direCtor’S report
Elider DiPaula

Despite all the challenges we’ve encountered in 
2020, 
the music ministry has successfully accomplished its 
mission thanks to the very generous support and 
talent of several volunteers. For several months, 
musicians David 
Nakazono, Mathew Flanagan, Desirae Diehl and 
Kayla Viets have dedicated their time to make 
our worship thrive, even through all difficulties 
considered. 
Different intrumentations and vocals have been 
part 
of our Sunday worship, and I could not have been 
more thankful for them. 
With the attempt of continuing to enhance our 
worship 
experience, I launched a virtual choir that will 
follow the timeline below:

Week 1: Introduce the song to the congregation 
during sending hymn. They’ll receive the instructions 
of how to practice at home along with recordings 
of individual lines to sing. There are 3 parts; they 
should practice all three of them if possible.

Week 2: First sing-along practice during sending 
hymn

Week 3: Second practice during sending hymn.

Week 4 : Final practice during sending hymn. They 
should follow the instructions of how to record 
themselves singing and send me the videos via email 
to create the montage by Monday of week 4.

Week 5: Sending hymn will be the final montage of 
our virtual choir during the prelude. The sending 
hymn on that Sunday will be the next song to be 
learned.

I have hopes that this will help us get more 
members involved and produce a nice virtual 
content for sharing our work at Unity Lutheran 
Church, as well as reestablishing a new chancel 
choir. 

preSident’S report

How does one begin to summarize this past 
year? A year that started with hope and excitement; 
growth and wonderment; and a commitment to 
growing in closer unity with our new found friends, 
our neighbors, and our community. All which 
seemed to be thrown off the rails by a worldwide 
pandemic, the outcry to end systemic racism, and 
senseless chaos. Or so that is what it seemed like.

 If one was to look a bit closer, I believe 
they would see the opposite happening. As all of 
this misfortune tried to drag us down members 
of Unity and Unidad rose up to the challenge. 
Providing food for those who were hungry, finances 
to those out of work and struggling, or just a simple 
phone call to someone lonely or anxious. The list 
could go on and on of the unconditional acts of 
loving kindness. Acts that were and continue to be 
carried out by you, the members of Unity/Unidad.  
If this isn’t growth in unity with friends, neighbors, 
and community, then what else would you call it?

 The Lord does work in mysteries ways. In 
this day and age, it is so important than ever, to not 
only recall, but to put into practice, the fruits of the 
Spirit. The apostle Paul writes of them in his letter 
to the Galations. “ But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things.” Gal.5:22-23

In His service,

Mike Garon, Council President
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StAtiStiCAl report

Baptisms  ................................................................  2

Confirmations  ......................................................  0

Marriages  ..............................................................  0

Transfers  ...............................................................  0

Deaths  ...................................................................  2

Reception of New Members .............................  2

Statistical Adjustment  .........................................  0

Average Attendance  ..........................................  50

In LovIng MeMory

Ethel Marousek - 5/21/2020

Marc Henja 9/29/2019

BaptIsMs

Lukah Castaneda

Marceline Durica

new MeMBers

Mary Lou Kubes

David Olson

inreACh & outreACh
Kelsey Ellestad and JoAnna Braker

2020 has been quite a year! While we have 
experienced many challenges, we have all likely 
learned something about ourselves or had 
an opportunity to pick up a new hobby, finish 
household projects, or just spend extra time at 
home. We have had to greatly change our lifestyles 
as individuals, and as a church.  

The focus of council throughout the year has been 
to make sure that we are doing the right things 
for the congregation, and Inreach/Outreach is no 
exception. We have made hard decisions based 
on the needs of our congregation and community 
while ensuring that we have met the Synod and 
CDC recommendations for churches. To that end, 
we have acquired and installed new equipment 
while developing a re-opening plan that would 
allow us to both begin re-opening while continuing 
to operate remotely (i.e., Zoom meetings, online 

worship, etc.). 

This year has not only exposed us to quarantine, 
but has also opened many eyes to race relations 
in this country. In November of 2019, we became 
an official ELCA AMMPARO congregation, and as 
such been added to listserv of a national network 
of AMMPARO congregations, receive updates on 
Latin American immigration issues, are now able to 
participate in the Guardian Angel Program, and have 
the opportunity to apply for funding for immigrant 
related advocacy work. Any congregation members 
who are interested in participating in this work are 
welcome to reach out to Kelsey Poulson-Ellestad. 
Future work in this area will focus on improving 
church awareness of AMMAPRO related advocacy 
work, connecting with neighboring congregations 
who are also in the AMMPARO network, and 
continuing to promote our welcoming nature to 
the local community.   

In addition to immigration related work, this month 
we began Backyard Book discussions in an effort 
to address additional issues surrounding race and 
social justice in our community and our country. 
The book chosen for this fall is Dear Church, 
which focuses on race in the Lutheran church. 
We are excited and optimistic about congregating 
meaningfully and productively around such pressing 
issues. While we continue to navigate through these 
challenging and uncertain times, we are grateful to 
have you by our side and welcome any suggestions 
or comments (and concerns) you may have. 

Kelsey Ellestad and JoAnna Braker, Chairs

unity SeniorS
Doris Adamczewski & Jessica Vlack, Chairs

The Unity Seniors (Out-to-Lunch Bunch) met in 
September and made 27 Personal Care kits for 
Lutheran World Relief.  We collected food for 
the Cicero-Berwyn Food Pantry during our Food 
Drive in November and December.  In February we 
prepared the dinner for Housing Forward (PADS).  
We met at Old Warsaw Restaurant on February 12.

We thank everyone who participated in our 
activities and got together with us.

Doris Adamczewski and Jessica Vlack, chairpersons
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property
Karl Ziegler, Chair

This has been a fairly quiet year for property due 
to the closing of the building during the ongoing 
pandemic. The flat roofs have been replaced but 
not before a few rain storms caused some water 
damage in the offices. We also had to replace the 
wiring to the subpanels in the basement after the 
underground wire was compromised due to age. It 
is now all run above ground for easy access in case 
of issues.

Respectfully submitted,

Karl Ziegler.

WorShip And MuSiC 
Kristina Adamczewski, Chair   
Sue Calvert, Council Liaison

The Worship and Music Committee has continued 
to help provide meaningful worship experiences for 
everyone in our congregation.  Highlights include 
the following:

• Arranging delivery of communion elements to 
members of the congregation

• Moving worship online so the congregation can 
participate over Zoom

• Wednesday night Holden evening prayer 
services with soup suppers during Lent

• Unity hosted three funerals and two baptisms 
this past year

• Construction of altar and decorations for Day 
of the Dead/All Saints’ Sunday

• Thanksgiving Eve service

• Community Advent Concert

• Posada event

• Christmas Eve services

• Christmas Day service

Weekly worship, holiday services, and special events 
couldn’t happen without the talents of many people.  
Here are a few groups of people we recognize:

• Our music director, Élider DiPaula, without 
whom none of our music would be possible

• Volunteers who provide vocal accompaniment, 
including Desirae Diehl, Kayla Viets, Patti Gill, 
Kristina Adamczewski, Irene Ziegler, Jessica 
Vlack, and David Wunsch

• Instrumental musicians who add to our worship 
and events

• Dedicated teams of Altar Care members who 
ensure that our sanctuary is prepared each 
week for worship

• The lectors, assisting ministers, acolytes, 
greeters, ushers, communion assistants, bread 
providers, and coffee hosts who volunteer their 
time, talents, and hospitality

• Those who work behind the scenes with sound 
systems, microphones, Zoom functionality, 
and building operations to keep the church 
running and make services and events happen 
successfully.

• Everyone who has helped with banners and 
decorating the sanctuary.

Thank you to the dedicated members of the 
Worship and Music Committee who meet each 
month to plan our worship services and special 
events:  Kristina Adamczewski, Pastor Julie Boleyn, 
Sue Calvert, Élider DiPaula, Rebecca Garon, Maria 
Rojas and Irene Ziegler.  Suggestions or concerns 
may be shared with any of our committee 
members.

Respectfully submitted,Kristina Adamczewski

treASurerS report
Jonathan Adamczewski, Treasurer

Account Balances

Unity Lutheran Church of Berwyn
Account List

Account Balance

Unity Lutheran Church of Berwyn 38,419.29 

Mission Investment Fund 9,239.69 

Total 47,658.98 

Saturday, Sep 26, 2020 01:20:00 PM GMT-7
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2021

Actual
B

udget
over B

udget
%

 of 
B

udget
Proposed 

B
udget

R
evenue

   1000 G
eneral Fund O

fferings
80,967.76 

78,340.00 
2,627.76 

103.35%
 $     69,828.00 

   2000 O
utside G

ifts
31,565.00 

22,000.00 
9,565.00 

143.48%
11,000.00

$      
   3000 D

esignated G
iving

39,785.63 
22,679.36 

17,106.27 
175.43%

51,888.00
$      

   4000 Special Funds Incom
e

775.00 
1,200.00

$        
   5000 Project 88 Incom

e
530.00 

-
$                 

Total R
evenue

 $   153,623.39  $   123,019.36 
 $    29,299.03 

125%
133,916.00

$    

Expenditures
   100 Adm

inistrative and O
ffice Expen

2,351.04 
3,854.88 

(1,503.84)
60.99%

3,194.00
$        

   200 Salaries and B
enefits

133,891.26 
100,862.89 

33,028.37 
132.75%

112,887.95
$    

   300 Property
42,737.80 

20,852.00 
21,885.80 

204.96%
21,960.00

$      
   400 W

orship
7,561.78 

1,495.04 
6,066.74 

505.79%
7,705.00

$        
   500 Inreach

2,062.00 
175.00 

1,887.00 
1178.29%

100.00
$           

   600 O
utreach

5,579.65 
600.00 

4,979.65 
929.94%

1,200.00
$        

   700 B
enevolence

3,425.00 
3,750.00 

(325.00)
91.33%

3,225.00
$        

   900 N
on-B

udgeted Expense
195.72 

-
$                 

   950 Project 88 Expenses
362.20 

-
$                 

Total Expenditures
 $   197,608.53  $   131,589.81 

 $    66,018.72 
150%

150,271.95
$    

N
et O

perating R
evenue

 $   (43,985.14)
 $     (8,570.45) $   (35,414.69)

513.22%
($16,355.95)

Transferred from
 G

race Lutheran G
rant

22,679.36
U

pdated N
et O

perating R
evenue

 $   (21,305.78)

2020

Saturday Sep 26, 2020

U
nity Lutheran C

hurch of B
erw

yn
2021 Proposed B

udget
O

ctober 2020 - Septem
ber 2021
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Litany
L.  Gathering together as God’s people in 

this place, may we always be aware of 
your presence in our midst. 

C.  Lord, may we always be aware of your 
presence. 

L.  Knowing that the Word is our light, may 
we continue to grow in our scriptural and 
confessional understandings. 

C.  Lord, may our minds continue to grow in 
your word. 

L.  Recognizing that stepping out in faith is 
not easy, we ask that you give us strength, 
O Lord, to listen and be bold and daring.

C. Lord, give us the patience to listen and 
the strength to be bold and daring. 

L.  While we strive to know ourselves 
and your will for us, may we build our 
relationships with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

C.  Lord, help us to build faith-filled and 
healthy relationships with others.

L.  Recognizing that we are often the ones 
asking, “And who is my neighbor?,” may 
we open our eyes, ears and hearts to all 
those in the community in which we live. 

C.  Lord, may we always be open to those in 
the community in which we live. 

L.  Recognizing the importance of Moses, 
the prophets and disciples, may we work 
together to accompany and raise up 
leaders for your church.

C.  Lord, may we have the insight, 
encouragement and skills to raise up 
courageous leaders.

L.  Recognizing the many gifts you have 
entrusted to us, may we use these gifts to 
do your work in the world today. 

C.  Lord, may we use the gifts entrusted to 
us to do your work. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OPENING LITURGY

L.  Let us pray. As we strive to be your church of the present and the 
future, may we nurture a spirit of collaboration and solidarity. May 
we all be partners in sharing the gospel and believing in Jesus Christ 
crucified and risen for the life of the world. 

C.  Amen.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle
Music: John Hughes
Text ©2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Chicago, IL 60638. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Reprinted under license #60631-ELCA-101419
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hen have you 
discovered 
newness in 
life through 
Christ? Did you 
have to step 
out in faith to 
do so? Perhaps 
you had to let 
go of your will 
and accept 
God’s will. This 

is a major turning point in the faith journey of many 
people. There are examples in Scripture about Job 
(Job 29-30), Elijah (I Kings 19:4-14), Mary Magdalene 
(Luke 8:1-2) and the women at the tomb (Luke 23:55 
– 24:5). Consider the story of the rich young man 
(Matthew 19:16-26, Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30). He 
approached Jesus with a simple question: “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus replied, “Go, 
sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven.” When the 
young man heard this, he was very sad and walked 
away, because he was very rich. Given the choice, 
he found it difficult to forsake wealth in this world 
for the promise of God and eternal life. 

Sometimes there are barriers or walls that 
complicate trying something new or stepping 
out in faith. What walls or barriers have you 
encountered? Consider the story of Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10), who wanted to witness Jesus 
preaching but was too short to see past the crowd. 
After Zacchaeus climbed a tree, Jesus called out 
to him and invited himself to lunch in Zacchaeus’ 
home. We know what Jesus said to Zacchaeus, 

and he was a different person afterward. He had 
changed from wanting wealth and success in 
this world to desiring significance through a life 
of faith. When have you, or your congregation, 
chosen success over significance? Perhaps when 
using numbers or the size of your facilities as a 
measure. Moving toward significance usually means 
sacrificing success. In what areas of ministry is your 
congregation seeking significance today? 

Stepping out in faith may be a personal choice for a 
short time but usually involves accompanying others. 
As members in the body of Christ, we are not called 
to meet our own needs alone. The Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:16-20) calls us to go beyond our barriers 
and bring the message of Jesus Christ to others. This 
helps us grow beyond a Christian enclave to become 
servants of Christ and a serving community. In what 
ways has your congregation moved from an enclave 
to a servant community? 

Overcoming barriers and walls to make things new 
involves stepping out in faith. It means shaking 
loose from lethargy and moving out from sheltered 
comfort. In the process we break the chains of sin 
that hold us back and divide us from making us one 
in Christ. When we share in the distress of God’s 
heart to do the kingdom’s work, we are in tune with 
God’s will, choosing significance over success and 
becoming a servant community. This is when we 
feel the vitality of our faith and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. May you experience this newness in 
Christ in and through your ministry. 

Beyond the Wall:
Making All Things New


