
Fifth Sunday in Easter
Quinto domingo de Pascua 

Sunday, May 10, 2020
Domingo, 20 de mayo de 2020

Unity Lutheran Church of Berwyn
Grounded together in faith and love…

Bringing God’s Word to life…
Embracing the community and the world…

Cimentados juntos en la fe y el amor ...
Dando vida a la Palabra de Dios ...

Abrazando la comunidad y el mundo ...



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
We are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
For in the beginning you created us in your image
In the desert you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
You sent the good shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
And on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
And for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
Through Jesus Christ our lord
In the unity of the holy spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG
The Lord Now Sends Us Forth

The Lord now sends us forth
with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth
a better place to live. Repeat

The angels are not sent
into our world of pain
to do what we were meant
to do in Jesus' name;
that falls to you and me
and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,
to do your will today. Repeat



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and 
the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way 
of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.



FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
A reading from Acts.

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58Then they dragged Stephen out of the city and began to stone 
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

David Olson



PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 

1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me 
never be | put to shame;

deliver me | in your righteousness.

2Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.

3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag | and my stronghold;

for the sake of your name, lead | me and 
guide me.

4Take me out of the net that they have 
secretly | set for me,

for you are my tow- | er of strength.

5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God 

of truth.

15My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

and from those who | persecute me.

16Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”



SECOND READING:1 Peter 2:2-10
A reading from 1 Peter.

A reading from 1 Peter.
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4Come to the Lord, a living stone, though rejected 
by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in it will not be put to 
shame.”
7To you then who believe, it is precious; but for those 
who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”

8and 
“A stone that makes them stumble,

and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the 
one who called you out of darkness into the 
marvelous light of God.
10Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,

but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

David Olson



GOSPEL: 
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to Jesus, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have 
seen my Father.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and 
we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
Pastor Julie Boleyn



Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

1 Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2 Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we 
join the people of God in all times and places in praying for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your 
spiritual house. Continually strengthen your church as it is sent 
forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for new 
congregations and those in redevelopment. We pray for those 
congregations who are unable to meet or are holding virtual 
worship services due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.



Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with 
respect and awe for the world you have made, including 
volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers,
earthquakes, and other forces that both destroy and create. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, 
leaders, and other organizations as they prepare places for those 
seeking refuge and safety especially World Relief, RefugeeOne, 
and Catholic Charities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and 
weighed down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease 
their distress, and carry their burdens. We especially pray for 
those who are members of our church community: Helen, Ethel, 
Ann, Jessica, Alberta, Pam, Evelyn, Donna, Linda, Virginia, 
Dorothy, Richard, Lucy, Jan, and Lucile. For those whom we 
hold dear: Abby, Mary, April, Robert, Rosa, Nan, Marcia, Maria 
and Toribio, Patricia, Judy, Gillian and Peter, Donald, Gloria, 
Edward, Barb, Carlos, Jennifer, Jacque, Erica, Citlali, Julia, 
Troy, Erika, Greg, Phil, Jerry, Katie, Kevin, and Robert. 
Surround all for whom we pray with care and hope. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.



Rejoicing God, we celebrate the college, nursing school, and 
university graduations of Holly Little, Leo Rojas, Erick Garcia, 
Magnolia Rojas, and Dolores Hernandez. Be with and guide 
them as they seek new horizons and opportunities. Lord. in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Comforting God, be with the family and friends of Maria Lopez 
as they celebrate her life and mourn her death. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer

Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young 
children, especially in this time of remote learning. We pray for 
the safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who 
struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We give thanks for all 
who have shown mothering care, and we remember all for 
whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer.



Healing God, restore those suffering with the COVID-19 virus, 
especially Mary Curtin, and Carlos Arteaga. Comfort and 
sustain their families, especially Paulo, Rosa, Andrea and 
Ximena. Protect medical professionals who treat this pandemic 
illness, first responders, and all those working in essential 
industries. Be with and keep safe all your children as we shelter 
at home, and practice social distancing. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

For what else do the people of God pray?

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have 
died, especially Maria. Give us faith to take hold of the promise 
of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all 
for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our 
Lord.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE SPIRIT

Let us pray.
My Lord Jesus, you are truly present in the bread and wine we 
share together at the feast of communion. We love you above all 
things, and long for your presence. We long to share in the feast 
of life with you. In this time when we cannot share in the Body 
of Christ together, please come to our hearts, fill us with your 
Spirit. Grant us your grace. Surround us with your peace. For in 
the waters of baptism, you have already come to us, embracing 
us with your abundant life. Help us to remember that nothing 
can separate us from your love. 
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG
I Know That My Redeemer Lives!

1. I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!

2. He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.

3. He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives to plead for me above;
he lives my hungry soul to feed;
he lives to help in time of need.

4. He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to bring me safely there.



DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil 
for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.



If you are able to do so, please do keep up with 
your offering. You can do so online at 
www.unityberwyn.org or by sending us an old-
fashioned check. The church address is:

Unity Lutheran Church of Berwyn
6720 31st Street
Berwyn, IL 60402

If you need assistance, please contact Pastor 
Julie or Vicar María. We may be able to 
connect you with resources that can help.

http://www.unityberwyn.org/

