
Second Sunday in Easter
Segundo domingo de Pascua 

Sunday, April 19, 2020
Domingo, 19 de abril de 2020

Unity Lutheran Church of Berwyn
Grounded together in faith and love…

Bringing God’s Word to life…
Embracing the community and the world…

Cimentados juntos en la fe y el amor ...
Dando vida a la Palabra de Dios ...

Abrazando la comunidad y el mundo ...



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
We are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
For in the beginning you created us in your image
In the desert you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
You sent the good shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
And on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
And for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
Through Jesus Christ our lord
In the unity of the holy spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
and sing today with one accord,
the life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope 
Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious God of all: Refuge in you makes us safe. When trials 
and doubt possess us, your mercy gives living hope. When we 
suffer tests of fire, lead us to blindly love you. You infuse our 
lives with faith, in Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING:
A reading from Acts.
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
[the people:]

22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, 
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—23this Jesus, handed over to you according to 
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised 
him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 
for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning 
him, 

‘I saw the Lord always before me,
who is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;

26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.

27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.

28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’



29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 
with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 
had sworn with an oath to him that God would put one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’

32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 16
1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;

I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good 
a- | bove all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,

upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3But those who run after | other gods

shall have their troubles | multiplied.
4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,

never take their names up- | on my lips.
5O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup;

it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;

indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
7I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;

my heart teaches me night | after night.

8I have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be 

shaken.
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;

my body also shall | rest in hope.
10For you will not abandon me | to the grave,

nor let your holy one | see the pit.
11You will show me the | path of life;

in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 
right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.



SECOND READING:
A reading from 1 Peter.
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whose great mercy we have been given a new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a 
little while you have to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, 
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice 
with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL:
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”



27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 28Thomas said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
Bishop Yahiel Curry



Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen
¡Aleluya! Cristo resucitó

ENGLISH
Refrain
Alleluia! Christ is arisen.
Bright is the dawning of the Lord's day.

1 Run, faithful women, to the grave-side.
Marvel, the stone is rolled away!
Hear from the angel, "He is risen."
Christ goes before you all the way. Refrain

2 Rise, Magdalena, from your weeping;
Christ stands before your very eyes.
Quickly return to the disciples;
bear the good news: "He is alive." Refrain

3 Gather, disciples, in the evening:
suddenly Christ your Lord appears.
"Look, it is I, your wounded Savior.
Peace be with you, and do not fear." Refrain

4 Thomas, where were you on that evening?
"I'll not believe unless I see."
Christ comes again, and ev'ry Lord's day:
"Touch me and see; have faith in me." Refrain



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we 
join the people of God in all times and places in praying for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who 
worship you in different ways. Guide us to unity and harmony 
so that we may come to respect and cherish our commonalities. 
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial 
gain and convenience over listening to the groaning of the earth. 
Inspire all to care for the world you have made so that living 
things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a 
homeland or place of safety. We pray that generous nations offer 
refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. 
We pray for those isolated physically or emotionally through 
incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, 
and all in need especially those who are members of our church 
community: Helen, Ethel, Ann, Jessica, Wes, Krista and Erika, 
Alberta, Pam, Evelyn, Donna, Linda, Virginia, Phil, Dorothy, 
Richard, Lucy, Jan, and Lucile. For those are dear to us: Abby, 
Mary, April, Robert, Rosa, Nan, Marcia, Maria and Toribio, 
Patricia, Judy, Gillian and Peter, Donald, Gloria, Edward, Barb, 
Jennifer, Jacque, Erica, Julia, Stephanie, Greg, Phil, Jerry, Katie, 
Autumn, Kevin, and Robert. Surround all for whom we pray 
with care and hope. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace 
throughout the world, and bless the efforts of missionaries, 
healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and 
relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s 
way. We pray especially for Lutheran World Relief and the 
World Health Organization. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Open the ways of healing, O God, cure those suffering the 
effects of the COVID-19 virus. Protect health workers, first 
responders, and all those who provide essential services 
throughout your world during this pandemic. Grant us peace 
and harmony as we practice social distancing, and shelter at 
home. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.



Open the ways of conciliation for the friends and families of 
those who died in the tornadoes which devastated our Southern 
States this past week as they mourn their deaths and celebrate 
their lives. Send them relief so they may rebuild their homes 
and communities. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer. 

Open the ways of comfort for the friends and family of Earl 
Carlson, former pastor of First Lutheran Church, as they grieve 
his death and celebrate his life, Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.



Open the way to nourishment, O God, for the people of Eastern 
Africa affected by waves of desert locusts which are devouring 
their crops. Protect them from the larger swarms of locusts 
expected before their harvests in June and July. Lord in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.

For what else do the people of God pray?

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who 
have died in faith Earl Carlson, and especially Olavus Petri and 
Laurentius Petri, 16th century Swedish renewers of the 
church. Free us from the fear of death, that we embrace the 
peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all 
for whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our 
Lord.
Amen.



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE SPIRIT

Let us pray.
My Lord Jesus, you are truly present in the bread and wine we 
share together at the feast of communion. We love you above all 
things, and long for your presence. We long to share in the feast 
of life with you. In this time when we cannot share in the Body 
of Christ together, please come to our hearts, fill us with your 
Spirit. Grant us your grace. Surround us with your peace. For in 
the waters of baptism, you have already come to us, embracing 
us with your abundant life. Help us to remember that nothing 
can separate us from your love. 
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG
God Be with You Till We Meet Again

1 God be with you till we meet again;
by good counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd's care enfold you;
God be with you till we meet again.

Refrain
Till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again,)
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet,)
till we meet, (till we meet again.)
God be with you till we meet again.

2 God be with you till we meet again;
holy wings securely hide you,
daily manna still provide you;
God be with you till we meet again. Refrain

3 God be with you till we meet again;
when life's perils thick confound you,
put unfailing arms around you;
God be with you till we meet again. Refrain



DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil 
for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.


